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Humanity, Human Rights & Hindu Religion.

Nani Gopal Debnath

Whenever we get the privilege, generally we try to
visit our Temples as much as possible. These visits give us
Ethical and spiritual spirit in mind and body. However we
are not bound to only pray in Temples, as we can pray at
home or for that matter anywhere else because God is
omnipresent. Here | want to explain why really my family
& 1 visit Temples for different puja occasions while
options available to do puja or prayer at home. In our
Temples after puja, priests or religious scholars deliver
some speech, at the end of the speech they mention
always these words “3d WIS Il MGfeq Iotel 26,
TR FICT 92 &, (I mean they say that we pray for
wellbeing of all human being.) SIS W@ FLCAT FISE
Fe1ce e (@ 3wt feva 9 28, (Anybody never says
wellbeing only for the Hindus.)” this signify that in our
Temple we pray for Humanity,

Liberty and Equality are the ideals that can be
achieved through constitutional means. But for achieving
Fraternity we need something more than constitutional
means. For Fraternity a sense of common brotherhood of
all human being of the country is very important.

‘No one is superior or inferior; all are brothers; all
should strive for the interest of all and progress
collectively’. In fact the Vedas emphasized these a
thousand years back for the entire humanity which
today’s world aggressively trying to implement after 1948
declaration.

Here I think it would be appropriate to mention an
embarrassing situation of mine in my personal life that I
am sure will resonate with others who may have
experienced the same.

which to me is the root of
Hinduism. So I experience
Human Dignity when 1 visit
Temples.  Hinduism  doesn’t
recognise human beings as mere
material beings. Its understanding
of human identity is more
ethical-spiritual than material. It
is on the principle that the soul

One of my wife’s friends from
Dhaka University had invited
us to dinner at her residence in
Toronto, where many other
such friends were present, it
was an enjoyable gathering,
but suddenly one lady brought
religion in the discussion.

One of my wife’s friends from
Dhaka University had invited us to
dinner at her residence in Toronto,
where many other such friends
were present, it was an enjoyable
gathering, but suddenly one lady
brought religion in the discussion,
used some abusive words against
Hindu religion knowing that my

that makes the body of all living
organisms its residence is in fact an integral part of the
Divine Whole (9IS1€]!) that the Vedas declare obviously.
Democracy and human rights are ongoing conversations
in today’s world. It is worth mentioning here that world
had come up with the ideals of French Revolution or for
that matter the first Article of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (1948) that urge to do something like:

“All human beings are born free and equal in dignity
and rights. They are gifted with reason and conscience
and should act towards one another in a spirit of
brotherhood”. of Human
Rights, 1948)

(France  declaration

Three famous ideals of the French Revolution i.e.
Liberty, Equality and Fraternity have subsequently found
place in almost all the democratic constitutions of the
world including that of India (I am referring to present
day India, Bangladesh on the other hand is struggling for
such a constitution).

wife & 1 were the only Hindu
couple present. In these situations I usually reserve my
opinions, as if to neglect such unintelligent remarks.

Surprisingly one gentleman started talking,
questioning that lady’s knowledge about Hindu religion
or did whether or not she read Veda /Upanishad etc! And
explained that he had gone through all religious
philosophies including Veda /Upanishad, Bible, Quran
etc. further concluded that before making such improper
hateful words she should make the effort to read and try to
gather knowledge. The Lady had no answer & kept silent,
virtually whole environment among us had pin drop
silence.

In this quiet situation my feeling was like a huge blow
of cold breeze blowing over my head and as if I was
sitting near a calm deep Sea with few ripples on the
surface of water.

Our sitting arrangement was such that I was not able
to see clearly the face of the gentleman (who responded to
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the lady) mentioned about Veda/Upanishad, he could not
see my face either. I was very curious in this climactic
situation in my mind to see the face of the gentleman, and
to my surprise he was a known person to me, we used to
work together for Student’s Union (®@ Z&f*a«) during
Bangladesh Liberation movement period, he was one year
senior to me at BUET, Dhaka. We generally called him as
i ©i2 (Knowledgeable elder brother) because from
student life he was a very knowledgeable person, and was
a frequent and quiet fast of a reader. If a volume of book
we generally took 1 week to finish, he would have
finished it in 2 days. Among our friends if any argument
came in some questions, we used to say let ®&I¥ ©I2 solve
the critical cases, because of his valued & careful touch.

So I spoke out Hey @I ®©I® “you are here?” He also
uttered the same Hi Nani “you are here as well?” We met
may be after 35 years of gap and it was a very pleasant
dinner finally.

From above example it is clear that a true
knowledgeable person can never speak out against
Hinduism, whose root lies on Humanity? And people like
I ©I% can understand what Fraternity really means.

“The Rigleda is the first of the four Vedas and is
considered the essence of all knowledge — 19 | In fact the
Vedas emphasise the classic oneness of the entire
creation.”

“What does Fraternity mean?” Dr. B.R. Ambedkar,
the Architect of Bharat’s Constitution questioned, and
went on to explain that “Fraternity means a sense of
common brotherhood of all Indians — of Indians being one
people. It is this principle that gives unity and solidarity to
social life.” (B.R. Ambedkar and Human Rights,
Complete Works)

Fundamental Unity :

Human dignity cannot be ensured merely through
constitutional means. It has to be rooted in the basic value
system of the society. The ancient sages of Bharat have
thus visualized the grand idea of the oneness of =gl and
AT universal oneness of human beings based on JIJJ7
(>oql the collective consciousness. That the same
Consciousness spread through all creation is the greatest
contribution of the Hindu classical thought to the wisdom
of the world.

“In all the world there is no kind of framework within
which we find consciousness in the plural. This is
something we construct because of the temporal plurality
of the individuals. But it is a false construction... The
only solution to this conflict, in so far as any is available

to us, lies in the ancient wisdom of the Upanishads”.
(Swami Jitatmananda, Modern Physics and Vedanta, Sri
Ramakrishna Ashrama, Rajkot).

Upanishads are the fountainhead of Hindu philosophy
which the great German philosopher Schopenhauer
described as “the solace of my life” (Harbilas Sharda,
Hindu Superiority). Vedic and Upanishadic literature
abounds in ideas that proclaim universal oneness and
universal well-being. Hinduism is the essence of all that
wisdom handed down to generations after generations.
These ideas have shaped and guided the Hindu
socio-religious life for centuries.

The World as One Family — is unique in this age of
Globalisation in the sense that while the ancient sages of
Bharat have proclaimed that the whole humanity is like a
big extended family, the modern-age pundits want us to
believe that the whole world is, in fact, a huge market.
While the Hindus stand for One World, the Globalisation
stands for One Market. In reality what we are actually
achieving is not Globalisation, but McDonalization.

While emphasizing on the fundamental unity of =
consciousness, Hinduism does recognize that there exists
diversity in God’s creation. This diversity is not seen by a
Hindu as inappropriate. Neither does set out to destroy
this diversity in the quest for uniformity when talking
about the oneness. Diversity in form and unity in spirit is
what Hinduism stands for.

The secular ideals of Europe are emerging in front of
the Hindu ideal of ‘Equal Respect for all Religions’.
Whereas the secular ideology stops at calling for
‘tolerance’ to the diversity, Hinduism goes much further.
It doesn’t just tolerate; it accepts every religion. It goes
beyond all barriers of religious intolerance and even
celebrates diversity but Humanity might be paramount.

Right of Happiness:

Hinduism is the religion of happiness. It considers the
Right of Happiness to be the highest fundamental right of
all humans. The ultimate goal for Hinduism is material
and spiritual well-being of the mankind. It is relevant to
mention here that this all important Right of Happiness
doesn’t find a place in the acclaimed Universal Charter of
Human Rights.

In the sense the modern thinkers are not the first to
think in terms of the welfare and happiness of the
mankind. However the ‘Maximum Benefit to Maximum
Number’ principle of the modern economic thought was
never accepted by the ancient Hindu Philosophy. ‘Total
Good of All Beings’ has been the root-ideal of Hinduism.
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Highest Obligation:

Another significant aspect of the Hindu view on
Human Rights is its emphasis on duties. In fact Hinduism
doesn’t support the idea of separation of Rights and
Duties. Thus in Hindu discourse no Right is absolute. All
the Rights bestowed upon a section enjoin upon another
section corresponding Duties too. And for a Hindu the
highest obligation is % performance of his Duty.

“These Fundamental Rights represent the basic values
cherished by the people of a country since the Vedic times
and they are calculated to protect the dignity of the
individual and create conditions in which every human
being can develop his personality to the fullest extent”.

Conclusion:

No way of life or philosophy can be free of
contemporary deviations. Hinduism is no exception. The
only reservation is about exclusivist medieval codes
which refuse to allow other faiths to survive. The supreme
salvation of Hinduism, which is no different than
realization of Self as an essential component of the Divine
Whole, is achieved thus by peaceful coexistence rather
than aggressive ambition, by cooperation rather than
competition. O

Ref: THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE, HUMAN DIGNITY AND
HUMAN RIGHTS, HINDU PERSPECTIVE, Geneva, 2008.
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G (ACF TICS AT B& @<F 17 0 New ALICE experiment results show novel
phenomena in proton collisions

CERN PRESS RELEASE

Geneva 24 April 2017. In a paper published today in Nature Physics the
ALICE collaboration reports that proton collisions sometimes present similar
patterns to those observed in the collision of heavy nuclei. This behaviour was
spotted through observation of so-called strange hadrons in certain proton
collisions in which a large number of particles are created. Strange hadrons are
well-known particles with names such as Kaon, Lambda. Xi and Omega, all
containing at least one so-called strange quark. The observed enhanced
production of strange particles’ is a familliar feature of quark-gluon plasma, a
very hot and dense nuclei. But is is the first time ever that such aphenomenon is
unambiguously observed in the rare proton collisions in which many in these
events.

We are very excited about this discovery, “said Federico Antinori,
Spokesperson of the ALICE collaboration. We are again learning a lot about
this primordial ~state of matter. Being able to isolate the
quark-gulon-plasma-like phenomena in a smaller and simpler system , such as
the collision between two protons, opens up an entirely new dimension for the
study of the properties of the fundamental state that our universe emerged
from.”
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Hindu Mathematics and Astronomy

Prasad Banerjee

Aryabhatta, a prominent Mathematician and
Astronomer of his time, was born and lived in
Pataliputra (modern-day Patna) from 476 to 550 A.
D. He had written a book on mathematics and
astronomy of his day, titled Aryabhattiya. Amongst
other things he stated that earth rotates around its
axis, and not the heavens. He recorded the minute
variations in the motion of the Moon around the
Earth with extraordinary accuracy. He noted that the
earth is round in shape and went on to calculate its
circumference. It was Aryabhatta’s suggestion that
the Date should be changed at midnight instead of at
sunrise. The motion of the earth

He went on to say that our Earth also attracts
everything towards its centre and that is why we are
stuck on its surface. As proof he states that an arrow
shot up returns back to earth and a fruit when ripe
falls to the ground. This was stated some 400 years
before Sir [saac Newton discovered Gravitation.

Bhaskaracharya is also credited with developing
Trigonometry and Mensuration, estimating the value
of “Pai”, in determining the area and circumference
of a circle and solving some Algebraic Equations. In

around the Sun with it’s axis
tilted at an angle to the plane of
the elliptic and the rotation of
this axis was known to the
ancient Indian Astronomers.
The period of rotation
(Ayanamsa) has been given as
25,000 years which modern
astronomy calculates as 24,800

corresponding

The Moon gets its shine from the
Sun’s light was clearly known to
the Risish’s of Rig Veda. So was
their knowledge of the difference of
Solar and Lunar years and the
adjustment by
counting an extra month in Lunar
calendar, every three years.

his famous book “Lilavati” he gives many
interesting problems and solutions. Another
ingenious  method,  using

principle of approximation and
limits was used for determining
the value of “Pai” (area of a
circle) by some South Indian
(Kerala) mathematician of the
Mahava School Another great
Mathematician was the fourth
century, Shreedhar Acharya,

years. He is also credited with introducing the
concept of positional value in expressing a number
in the decimal system. This simplified the process of
Addition and Multiplication considerably. Albert
Einsteinis quoted as saying '""We owe a lot to the
Indians, who taught us how to count, without
which no worthwhile scientific discovery could
have been made". - Albert Einstein.

The Moon gets its shine from the Sun’s light was
clearly known to the Risish’s of Rig Veda. So was
their knowledge of the difference of Solar and Lunar
years and the corresponding adjustment by counting
an extra month in Lunar calendar, every three years.
R.V. 1.84.15,1.25.8

Bhakaracharya, a 12th century Astronomer
stated in his Treatise on Astronomy — Siddhant
Shiromani — that the heavenly bodies attract each
other, by virtue of which they are going round and
round in their own respective paths in the heavens.

who solved the Quadratic
Equation in Algebra (Veej Ganit) by the method of
completing the square and expressing the equation
as difference of two squares, thereby indicating two
roots (+ ve and — ve). The contribution of Indians in
Mathematics, Science and Astronomy are many and
the students are encouraged to research on the
subject through Internet, where some interesting
information are available. Compiled by: Prasad
Banerjee. O
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MOTHERS' DAY
DR. DILIP CHAKRABORTY

God casually created creatures-other,
But with all care, He created "Mother".

Sanskrit word for mother is 'Matri", .
She is mankind's real nurse-"Dhatri".

In Hindi mother is called "Mata",
She is our real "Paritrata".

Guyanese fondly calls mother "Mummy".

She is the friend, philosopher-the real chummy.

Mother's love for her daughter and son,
Is unique and can be compared with none.

For the well-being of her beloved child,
Mother can be lion-like brave and flower-like mild.

By grooming a father we groom one person,
By grooming a mother we groom one generation.

On this day, from our heart we say,
We won't forget mother, come what may.

Oh Mother! we bow at the feet of thine,
You are our lives blessing Divine.
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Health and Community Sector Programs at
Bangladesh Canada Hindu Cultural Society (BCHCS)

Dear Community Members,

Bangladesh Canada Hindu Cultural Society
(BCHCS) was established with an objective to
perform rituals and socio-cultural activities.
Religious and cultural events are organized round
the year to meet community needs and over time
BCHCS became a community hub in Toronto for
Canadians with cultural roots in South Asia.

In 2012, BCHCS took an initiative to engage
seniors with evening prayers, gentle exercise
through playing musical instruments, reciting verses
and doing other fun activities. About 10 seniors visit
BCHCS regularly in the evening six days a week,
Monday to Saturday, throughout the year and stays
3-4 hours with their peers. BCHCS volunteers

provide pick-up and drop-off services to the seniors

seniors on Ontario healthcare system. The follow-up
projects will cover awareness and management of
illnesses like diabetes, heart attack, stroke, breast
cancer, prostate cancer, colorectal cancer, dementia,
mental health and many more as identified by
community members in need assessments.

To reach out participants in communities, we
send group emails on activities to over 1,500
BCHCS members. The information on upcoming
activities arealso posted in our website and
advertised in community Bengali newspapers. The
activities are accessible to all people irrespective of
their race, culture and religious affiliations.
Discussions in the workshop are translated into
Bengali by professional interpreters and questions
can be asked in Bengali, Hindi or English.

Health professionals of a community sector organization are facilitating health service navigation workshop at BCHCS.

through volunteer drivers every day, on rotation
from a pool of 25 volunteer drivers.

Recently, BCHCS received funding for multiple
projects on health and community sector programs
and services for seniors, women and children.
Activities proposed in the projects include health
awareness, health and community services
navigation, disease management, nutrition and
balanced diet, computer literacy, financial literacy,
recreational/study tours for seniors and children, and
establishment of a seniors club within the BCHCS
premises.

During January-April 2017, BCHCS
implemented a project to enhance awareness of

Meditation and yoga sessions will be accommodated
in future events. TTC tokens, healthy snacks and
vegetarian foods are provided. Pick-up and drop off
services to and from BCHCS for seniors can be
arranged in special circumstances. We believeall
these activities will help our community members to
remain healthy and happy. To participate in our
health and community sector project activities add
your email address in our group email and read
BCHCS emails regularly. O

Thank you for your cooperation and support.

Swapan Kumar Das
Project Management Subcommittee, BCHCS and BCHM.
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