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Om bhuh bhubha swah bhagavati Durga paribar gana sahitey
Thagaccha I, hagaccha, ihatistha, ihatistha, ihasannideahi, iha sannirudhaswa,
Atradhistanam kuru, mamapuja grihan | Om stham shthim sthirobhava, jabat puja karoham
mama || Om agaccha madgrihey debi ashtabhih shaktibhi saktibhi saha |
Pujan grihana bidhibat sarbakalyana karini ||

Oh Goddess Durga come with your family, sit down, get attached, stay close to us, settle down as
long I worship you. Come in my house Oh Durga, with all your eight powers,
1 will worship in the prescribed way, Oh the well-wisher of all.
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Bangladesh Canada Hindu Cultural Society

Bangladesh Canada Hindu Mondir

Executive Committee 2018-2020 Board of Trustees (BOT) 2016-2020
Name Designation Name Designation
Bijit Roy President Rajat Paul Chairman
Sajal Deb Vice President Aiov D Memb
Borendra Sanyal General Secretary qu as ember
Biswaijit Mitra Assistant General Secretary Anil Nath Member
Satyabrata Purkayastha Finance Secretary Ashok Debnath Member
Nobarun Dey Assistant Finance Secretary ; ;

Ty Se e (Bai) Ohies SeereE Sabyasachi Chowdhury (Jishu) Member

Taposh Deb Cultural Secretary Debobrata Dey (Tomal) Lenloy

Imon Das Assistant Cultural Secretary Nirmal Kar Member

Dilip Kumar Saha Organizing Secretary Deb Kumar Sarma Member

Palak Datta Secretary, Project Management ;

Ajoy Banik Secretary, Puja Management R?"mapada e {5 ) Vel

Sujit Das (Subodh) Secretary, Prosad Management Bijit Lal Roy Member

Deepika Ghosh Secretary, Puja and Borendra Sanyal Member
. Vogh Management Satyabrata Purkayastha Member

Dr. Ashis Das School Secretary

Bikash Ghosh Secretary, Property Management

Razib Chandra Ghosh Secretary, Youth Affair

Benoy Majumder Director

Moyna Das Director

President:
General Secretary:

President:
General Secretary:

President:
General Secretary:

President:
General Secretary:

President:
General Secretary:

President:
General Secretary:

President:
General Secretary:

Executive committee 2016-2018

Executive committee 2014-2016

Executive committee 2012-2014

Executive committee 2009-2011

Executive committee 2007-2009

Executive committee 2005-2007

Executive committee 2004-2005

Shebu Chowdary
Arun P. Paul

Shubhash Roy
Borendra Sanyal

Shubhash Roy
Chanchal Saha

Nirmal Kumar Kar
Shubhash Roy

Arun Datta
Ramapada Paul

Anil Nath
Samir Lal Datta

Ajoy Das
Debobrata Dey (Tamal)

Executive committee 2003-2004

President: Anjan Datta
General Secretary:

Executive committee 2002-2003

President:
General Secretary:

Executive committee 2001-2002
President:

General Secretary:
Executive committee 2000-2001

President:
General Secretary: Bijit Roy

Executive committee 1997-2000
President:

General Secretary:
Executive committee 1996-1997
President:

General Secretary:
Executive committee 1994-1995

President:
General Secretary:

Debobrata Dey (Tamal)

Shebu Chowdary
Sudip Shome (Rinku)

Kirit Bikram Sinha Roy
Sabyasachi Choudhury

Sudip Dey (Anju)

Alok Choudhury
Kishore Chowdury

Swadesh Saha
Bibekananda Talukder

Sudhangshu Datta (Suda)
Bibekananda Talukder

Puja Mandap
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DURGA PUJA - 2018 SUB COMMITTEES
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CO-ORDINATION COMMITTEE

Deb Kumar Sarma
Nirmal Kar

Anil Nath

Ajoy Das

Sabyasachi Choudhury (Jishu)
Ashoke Debnath
Debobrota Dey (Tomal)
Ramapada Paul (Mintu)
Rajat Paul

Sajal Deb

Biswaijit Mitra

Dilip Saha

Ratan Roy

Dilip Halder

Rajesh Pramanik

Dr. Ashis Das

Shebu Chowdary
Chanchal Saha

Bijit Roy

. Borendra Sanyal

. Satyabrata Purkayestha
. Jhantu Debnath

. Produth Chakrabarty

. Uttam Roy

SUB-COMMITTEE:
PRASAD MANAGEMENT SUB-COMMITTEE
Convenor Sujit Das (Subodh)

Sabyasachi Choudhury (Jishu)
Chayan Das

Suijit Das

Dilip Haldar

Biswaijit Dey

0. Matilal Deb

1. Pradip Saha

2. Nirjhendu Shankar Mitra

13. Anup Roy

14. Sudip Purkayastha

BHOG AND RITUAL SUB-COMMITTEE
Convenor: Dipika Ghose
Chapala Nath
Sukla Nath
Shubarna Das
Biva Roy
Krishna Dey
Borna Dutta
Tulsi Paul
Mita Saha
Ira Dutta
0. Anita Sarkar
1. Chaynika Dutta
2. Sanchita Roy
13. Nobonita Choudhury
14. Aparna Banik

CULTURAL SUB-COMMITTEE

SaSPoNog

S220NogRwNd=

Anil Nath Convernor: Taposh Deb
2. Sajal Deb ; Knon Igas
3. Sabyasachi Choudhury (Jishu) 3 Hnup eng g
b [Fhicer s . imangshu Sarkar (Tinku)
5. Asit Dutta (Pulak) 4. Shubra Sheuli Saha
6. Liton Ghose 5. Uttam Roy
7. Mrityunjoy Saha (Pappu) PUBLICATION SUB-COMMITTEE
8. Dilip Saha Convenor: Borendra Sanyal
9. Mayna Das 1. Bimal Chowdhury
10. Ashoke Dutta 2. Sujit Das
11. Bikash Das 3. Nirmal Kar
12. Apu Das 4, BiAit Roy
13. Taplu Das 5. Chanchal Saha
14. Kinku Das 6. Satyabrata Purkayastha
15. Nakul DeK 7. Mrityu éoy Saha (Pappu)
19 gﬁnjoyl(é o?ﬁ 8. Subal Saha
18 Beﬁg;‘ M;}ﬂmder PUJA MANAGEMENT SUB-COMMITTEE
19. Kazal Roy Convenor: Ajoy Banik
20. Gokul Biswas 1. Prosad Banerjee
21. Paplu Das 2. Asha Lata Banerjee
22. Ramanuj Bhowmik 3. Shyamal Bhattacharjee
23. Anirudda Bhadra (Omi) 4. Miton Parial
24. Sunil Roy 9. lra Dutta
25. Nikhilesh Roy 6. Anita Sarkar
26. Raijib Roy 7. Aparna Banik
27 Raiib Ghosh 8. Rajesh Pramanik
28. Subash Sarkar 9. Bikash Ghosh
29. Badal Ghosh 10. Utpal Debnath

11. Dilip Saha
FINANCE SUB-COMMITTEE 12. Aparna Agarwal
Convenor: Satyabrata Purkayestha 13. Sukla Debnath
1. Nobarun Dey 14. Champa Dutta
2. Deb Kumar Sarma 15. Usha Saha
3. Ajoy Das 16. Abhishak Agarwal
4. Shyamal Sarker 17. Apurba Agarwal
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PRIME MINISTER - PREMIER MINISTRE

October 14-18, 2018

Dear Friends:

I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to the members of
the Bangladesh-Canada Hindu Cultural Society and the
Bangladesh-Canada Hindu Mandir as you celebrate Durga Puja.

Durga Puja is one of the most important festivities in the Bengali Hindu calendar.
This joyous occasion brings family and friends together to commemorate the victory
of good over evil, and to celebrate peace, hope and self-renewal. It also provides a
wonderful opportunity to recognize the tremendous contributions Canadians of the
Hindu faith have made to our country in all fields of endeavour.

Diversity is our greatest strength. This celebration stands as a reminder that Canada
is a nation made stronger not in spite of our differences, but because of them.

Please accept my best wishes for good health and prosperity, now and in the years to
come.

Sincerely,

The Rt. Hon. Justin P. J. Trudeau, P.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Canada
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Ontario

Premier of Ontario - Premier ministre de I'Ontario

October 14 — 18, 2018

A MESSAGE FROM PREMIER DOUG FORD

I'm delighted to extend greetings to the Bengali Hindu community as
you celebrate Durga Puja.

During this spectacular festival, also known as the Autumn Festival, you
honour the Goddess Durga. This is an important occasion to pay
tribute to Durga’s victory of good over evil. This is also a chance to
connect with family and friends, and help people in the community.

Ontario is proud to be home to a vibrant Bengali Hindu community
whose faith reflects the ideals of service, pursuit of wisdom and respect
for all religions.

I'd like to take this opportunity to thank members of Bangladesh-
Canada Hindu Cultural Society and Bangladesh-Canada Hindu Mandir

for their commitment to promoting Bengali Hindu heritage and culture.

Have a blessed and joyous Durga Puja.

2,41

Doug Ford
Premier
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Message from the Mayor

It is my pleasure to extend greetings and a warm welcome to everyone attending
today's festival, Durga Puja, hosted by Bangladesh-Canada Hindu Cultural
Society and Bangladesh-Canada Hindu Mandir.

Durga Puja celebrates the Goddess Durga and brings devotees, family and
friends together in recognition of this very significant occasion. It is an event that
celebrates the rich social and cultural heritage that makes the Bengali-Hindu
community so vibrant.

The Bengali community, is one of the fastest growing in our city, and makes an
important contribution to the city's diversity.

As one of the world’s most multicultural cities, Toronto is a model city where all
religions, faiths and beliefs are respected and accepted.

On behalf of Toronto City Council, please accept my best wishes for a
memorable celebration and continued success.

Yours truly,

Mayor of Toronto

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
100 QUEEN STREET WEST, TORONTO, ONTARIO, M5H 2N2

P
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Nathaniel Erskine-Smith, M.P.

Beaches-East York

Dear Torontonians and visitors, October, 2018
It is an honour to welcome you to Durga Puja - the Autumn Festival!

This event, hosted by the Bangladesh - Canada Hindu Cultural Society and the
Bangladesh - Canada Hindu Mandir, aims to celebrate and promote Bengali Hindu
heritage and culture and to bring devotees, families, and friends together to pay
homage to Durga. | am pleased to send my congratulations and greetings to mark the
occasion.

| admire the work that the Bangladesh - Canada Hindu Cultural Society and the
Bangladesh - Canada Hindu Mandir undertake in order to serve our South Asian
communities here in Toronto, including hosting valuable cultural events.

This annual Autumn Festival has required a tremendous amount of effort, organizing
and hard work. On that note, | would like to thank the organizing team and the
volunteers who ensure that such a wonderful event can take place.

Please accept my best wishes on this festive occasion.

Sincerely,

74%—% Fak=e /;/e

Nathaniel Erskine-Smith

Constituency Office House of Commons
1902 Danforth Ave 802 - Justice Bldg.
Toronto, ON Ottawa, ON
M4C 1J4 K1A 0A6
416 467 0860 613 992 2115

<55 >




Janet
DAVIS

City Councillor

Ward 31
Beaches-East York

JAYSON THIESSEN
Executive Assistant

OHANA OLIVEIRA
Constituency Assistant

LAURA NGUYEN
Constituency Assistant

VICTORIA OCCHIPINTI
Constituency Assistant

Toronto City Hall

100 QUEEN STREET WEST
SuIte C57, ToroNTO ON
M5H 2N2

Tell: 416.392.4035
Fax: 416.397.9289

East York Civic Centre
850 Coxwell Avenue
Toronto, ON

MA4C 5R1

Tell: 416.397.4870

councillor_davis@
toronto.ca

Twitter @Janet_Davis

www.JanetDavis.ca

-9

September 6%, 2018

Bangladesh-Canada Hindu Cultural Society
& Bangladeshi-Canada Hindu Mandir

16 Dohme Avenue

Toronto, ON

M4B 1Y9

Dear Bangladesh-Canada Hindu Cultural Society
& Bangladeshi-Canada Hindu Mandir:

I would like to extend my best wishes for a
wonderful Durga Puja 2018.

Durga Puja is an important festival and a time to
spend with family and friends. Thank you for giving
Torontonians an opportunity to come together as a
community and celebrate Bangladeshi Hindu culture
in Canada. Please accept my best wishes for this

significant celebration.
I hope to see you at the festival!

Sincerely,

ﬁm&m&
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FEMALE DIVINITY IN HINDUISM

Dr. Sourendra K. Banerjee

The concept of female Divinity developed over
centuries in inter-textual Scriptures. The epithet
Mahadevi (1st as in tall, 2nd as in father) or simply
as Devi as the Supreme Being is synonymous with
the term ‘Mother’. As pure consciousness She is
primordial matrix or the great womb in which
potentiality thrives at the dawn of creation. This idea
of an abstract medium in which creation gestates
incorporates the concepts of Prakriti, Shakti and
Maya (both as in father) which have been thriving in
India over a long time. Prakriti as the material
principle in cosmogony is found in Samkhya Karika
as well as in ancient Jain and Buddhist texts. Prakriti
may be conceived as a multidimensional field
(neither existence, nor no- existence) where subtlest
(really transcendent) ‘guna’ or units of created
beings (Sentient or not ) constantly move. However
Prakriti is subservient to Purusha(s). Yogasutra talks
about the ‘chief purusha’ which

later becomes Isvar or Saguna

Mahamaya (the Devi) shows a shadow playing
performance. She is the ‘Aghatan Ghatan Patiyasi’
the One Whose ‘Lila’ (play) creates ‘makebelief in
‘happenings’ out of ‘non-happenings’. They think
Brahman is the exclusive reality. They interpret
Maya as meaning non-being (Ma is ‘not’ and Ayam is
‘this/this entity). Many others would interpret ‘Ma’ to
mean to measure. Therefore the universe of beings
in a contingent reality, depending entirely on Brahma
Shakti.

However all Theistic Schools will agree that reliance
entirely on mundane reality or materialism is an
intrinsic ignorance (Avidya). The Mother Mahamaya
causes this but Her Grace will bestow Bodhi (insight)
or ultimate realization of the Truth. Both Svetasvatar
Upanisad (4.10) and Gita (7.14) state so. Devishakti
is the foundation of all experiences and incorporates
the essence of Prakriti and Maya. These are
considered conceptually and
grammatically female.

Brahma(n). Purusa or Isvar is The Vedic statement

the efficient cause of creation. “Truth is one, scholars In Vedas multiple goddesses
In some texts Isvar provides the use multiplicity of names” appear as comogonic
seeds to Prakiti which | should guide us in our | Principles. Apa (water) is the
becomes ‘Visvagarva’ (Womb primordial unmanifest

study.

that gestates the Cosmos).

Prakriti as a creative principle is comparable to Shakti.
Rigved (3.5) uses the word ‘Bal’ many times, “the great
divine might of all gods is unique”. Later Scriptures
extend this ‘might’ as Kundalini (coiled) Shakti in all
human beings. The femininity of this Shakti becomes
explicit in Vedic goddesses and in Tantrik and Puranic
literature. All Hindu Schools accept Shakti as a
Cosmogonic principle. Radhakrisnan says that the
Ultimate Principle Brahman (both as in tall). Carries
pluralities and contraries within itself and the Universe
is the manifestation (Bibhuti) of its Shakti (power,
energy, potency). Certain Purans (like Markandeya) go
so far as to suggest that Shakti is Brahman. Thus
Supernormal Brahma Shakti is simultaneously the
provider of seeds of creation as well as the womb for
gestating.

Some schools in Hinduism would suggest that the
phenomenal universe is Maya (both as in father) or
a mere appearance. The cosmos is a stage where

foundation. She is revered as

Amrita or elixir of immortality.
Ambrosia (as water in rosta/food) is the essence of
food. Water and food make a being. Water as ‘ocean
of consciousness’ is like the Mother’s womb. Here all
gods gather at the dawn of creation. (R.V. 10.17.10:
Apa asmamataaha etc, R.V. 10.82.5: kang
svigarvang Yatra Deva etc.). Purusa Sukta says that
Divine breathing (spanda) in water initiated the
creative process. We may note Apa is feminine but
salil is also neutral and Samudra is male. R.V.
10.63.2 describes another goddess Aditi (the
unbound) as well as earth. Aditi is the mother as well
as the father of beings. Viraj is another female
goddess. R.V. 10.90.5 says Viraj and the Purus (the
archetypal Man) create each other (Tasmadvirara
jayata virajo Adhi Purusah etc.) We note that in
these goddesses gender identities are loosened.
Androgynous and hermaphrodite concepts (as in
Biblical Adam the first man who creates Eve) are
undercurrent. Vedas also describe Viraj is a
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